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It forms a chain of coral islets, comprising 17 atolls,
each enclosing deep lagoons fringed with reefs, and richly
clothed with coco-nut palms. They also yield millet,
fruits, and edible roots. The group is governed by a
hereditary Sultan, who resides in the island of Male
(Mol), and pays a yearly tribute to the Ceylon Government.

About 175 miles north of the Maldives are the Lac-
cadives, also of coral formation, comprising 20 atolls,
besides numerous islets and reefs, mostly barren, or pro-
ducing nothing but coco-nuts. They form five separate
groups, which, with Minicoy, midway between the Lacca-
dives and Maldives, are now attached to the South
Kanara district of the Madras Presidency on the opposite
Malabar coast.

The inhabitants of the Maldives are Muhammadans
of Malay stock; those of the Laccadives, a half-caste
Indo-Arab race, also Muhammadans. All alike are ex-
tremely inoffensive, hospitable, and friendly to Europeans

These groups were surveyed in 1899-1900 by
Mr. J. S. Gardiner, who gives an exhaustive account of
their formation in the G-eograph. Journ. for Ma^ch 1902.

The Andamans and Nicobars.

The Andamans, with the little Cocos group at their
northern extremity, and the Mcobars farther south, form
the scattered links of a chain suggesting a former con-
nection of Pegu with Sumatra. The Andamans consist
of four large and several smaller volcanic islands, some
200 miles west of the Tenasserim coast, with a total
length of 200 miles, and an area of 2700 square miles.
They are surrounded by dangerous coral reefs, generally
mountainous, culminating with Saddle Peak, 2400 feet,
in North Andaman, and mostly clothed down to the
water's edge with a dense tropical vegetation. In South
Andaman is the well-sheltered harbour of Port Blair,